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In order to evaluate educational activities one should in the first place define the 

right operational goals. Although these activities are inspired by a strive after road 

safety, it would not be realistic to search for accident reductions that were 

effectuated by education. Education entails activities that are capable, if applied in 

the right way, to transfer knowledge, create awareness and change attitudes. 

Whether this was done successfully should be the main (and often the only) 

question to be answered by an evaluation study. If the answer would be  positive a 

next question could be whether the changes in knowledge and attitudes have lead 

to  behavioural changes. The average conditions of an evaluation study are not 

favourable for research into this causal relationship. The same counts for a third 

question that regards the safety of the changed behaviour. These relationships ( 

knowledge/ attitudes – behaviour – accident risk) would better be investigated 

separately from education ; and the results would be valuable, even necessary 

input for the development of educational programmes. This implies that one 

should be rather sure about the relevance of certain knowledge and attitudes for 

people´s behaviour,  and about the risks of certain behaviour before one starts the 

development of an educational programme.  

 

This argument will be illustrated with examples of educational programmes to 

reduce drinking and driving in the Netherlands: teaching 12-14 year youths at 

school how to deal with alcohol and traffic; teaching 18 year novice drivers 

during the military driver training how to deal with alcohol and car driving. The 
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examples relate to the development of  these  programmes and to the evaluation 

after its implementation.  
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About SWOV Institute for road safety research 

 

The SWOV Institute for Road Safety Research wishes to improve road safety by 

knowledge from scientific research. The research results are disseminated to 

policy makers and professionals whose work involves road traffic and road safety 

in the Netherlands and abroad.  

 

About 30 researchers (plus supporting staff) from many disciplines are working 

on a four-year programme , (partly) subsidised by the Ministry of Transport. 

The research activities are divided over two departments (Planning Office and 

Anticipatory research). Knowledge dissemination rests with the Information and 

Communication Department. The department of Operational Management 

supports all activities. 

 

The current programme , for 2003-2006, includes projectproposals for so-called 

planning office activities, anticipatory research, knowledge management and 

knowledge dissemination.  

 

The Planning Office research will focus on four projects: 

- Road Safety Analyses 

- Analyses of external influences (e.g. housing and planning, socio-cultural 

conditions, economic conditions) 

- Forecasts of road safety developments 

- Knowledge and information systems. 

 

SWOV's anticipatory research will be carried out in ten projects: 

- The Road Safety Explorer (a decision support system) 

- Infrastructure and road crashes 

- Analysis of speed, speed variation, and crashes 

- Measures for speed control 

- Choice of route in a road system 
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- Recognizable layout and predictable behaviour 

- Novice drivers and driver training 

- Effects of education and information campaigns 

- Optimal investments 

- Use of information in decision-making on traffic safety 

 

Thus two of these projects are focussing on educational issues. 

Understanding, influencing and measuring 'calibration' is the key issue in the 

project Novice drivers and driver training. In this project the term calibration is 

used to describe the balance between self-estimation of competences and 

judgement of the complexity of the driving task. The understanding which is 

gained, will be used to develop teaching methods and diagnostic measuring 

instruments for the driver training.  

The project Effects of education and information aims at optimizing education 

and information programmes. In order to make a reliable estimate of the safety 

effects of several kinds of programme, pilot programmes are set up and evaluated. 

 

For further information: www.swov.nl; divera.twisk@swov.nl; 

paul.wesemann@swov.nl. 
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